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The Minutes of the Meeting of Lea & Cleverton Parish Council held on Tuesday November 17th 2009 in Lea Village Hall.    Commencing at 19:30 hours.
             Chairman’s comments: “Before we conduct the business of tonight’s meeting I would on behalf of the Parish council record our deepest sympathy to Paul and his family at the very sad loss that they have experienced. 

                It is well known that Rosemary was an extremely hard worker for community causes and the residents of this Parish have all benefited from her efforts. She was a popular figure in our midst – always more than willing to throw herself behind a cause – whether it be the Village Hall Committee – The School – The Bowls Team – The Village Show – the Dorothy House organisation or an  early love of her life – the game of Hockey. She will be sadly missed”.
147/09:   Present: Parish Cllrs: J M Cull; (In the Chair), A W Barnes; M J Crockett; A P   Fuller; B E Gore; S Hunt & P J Mounsey  

             In Attendance: Cllr T R Sturgis. 

148/09:   Apologies:  Cllrs N. T. Maidment (Business); M B   Porter (Indisposed) &   PCSO Durry Maule.

149/09:   Declarations of Interest: Cllr Barnes declared a prejudicial interest in Item 10 b

150/09:   Public Questions:  None

151/09:   Minutes: The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday September 15th 2009 (Folios 674/675/676/677/678), having been circulated were taken as read and signed as true and correct record.  The Chairman signed the Minutes.   

152/09:   Action Points:         

     100/09:   Parish Shed:                       Padlock in hands of Tenant.
     122/09:   Citizens Advice Bureau. No Office in Malmesbury therefore donation not made.

     125/09:   Rights of Way – Agenda item.

       129/09:   d) Risk management – In progress.

       134/09:   Swine Flu.  No further advice received.
135/09:   K6 Phone Boxes: Repainted and much admired. Notice boards being o prepared   and BT Competition entered.  Top Prize £5,000:00 plus 11 others, one per region of £1,000:00. 

  153/09:   Correspondence:

Wilts Police: October/November 2009 Newsletter.

       Wilts Council:  Town & Parish Newsletter October 2009.

       Wilts Council: Planning Development Control – Six monthly reviews – Agenda item.

       Wilts Council: Planning Enforcement Seminars – November 30th & December 2nd 2009. 

Wilts Council: Wilts 2026 – Planning for Wiltshire’s future.  Meeting Malmesbury Nov   18th.

Wilts Council: Wiltshire 2026 – Planning for Wiltshire’s future.  – Consultation Document entitled “Wiltshire 2026 – Planning for Wiltshire Future”.   Comments returnable by December 31st 2009.Website address www.wiltshire.gov.uk/wiltshire2026  Preparation for Core Strategy for sustainable growth up to 2026.

       Wilts Council: Parish Precept 2010/2011. Presentation w/c Nov 16th in Trowbridge.   Cancelled lack of numbers and geographical spread.

       Wilts Council: Town and Parish Newsletter November 2009.

       Gt. Western Ambulance Service:   2008/2009 Annual review.

       SLCC:  Regional Conference South West – Agenda item   
       BT: K6 Phone Box Cleverton. BT still trying to persuade us to adopt this box. No action

WALC: Age Discrimination: The High Court’s decision in “Heyday”; Empowered Communities       – NALC Larger Council’s Conference and Exhibition – Dec 2 2009; Sustaining the revival of Towns; BT Community Connection; NALC Booklets and Resources.

       Community Heartbeat: Public Access Defibrillator. 

       NALC:  2009/2010 National Final Salary Award for Local Council Clerks.  Agenda item. 

       Mr P Dewick: Letter of resignation as Neighbourhood watch co-ordinator. Agenda item.
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WALC: Newsletter – November 2009. Plunkett Foundation survey of Parish Councils in    England and Wales. To complete the survey please visit: www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=EuW1BmyrbbBIWrGh07Rog_3d_3d ; South West of England Rural Development Gateway Funding open to community buildings, ;parish councils and village shops among other things:: Visit www.sw-ruralgateway.info/getting/social-enterprise-1.shtm ; Playing with Challenge and Risk Seminar 2009 – December 10 2009 Swindon. The event will feature expert speakers and will include presentations, discussions and case studies to investigate practical ways of managing risk in play provision. University of Gloucestershire Open Event for those interested in the Foundation Degree: Community Engagement and Governance; Existing Quality Councils – renewal of accreditation; Cllr guide to a Council’s role as Charity Trustee- new guide on www.charitycommison.gov.uk/library/enhancigcharities/pdfs/council/pdf; Weathering the Storm – The Challenge of Funding and Financial Management – Seminar Salisbury 30 November 2009; NALC Larger Councils Conference And Exhibition – Empowered Communities – 2 December 2009 – London; Case Studies wanted – Is your council doing something innovative, creative or original which is benefiting your community and which you would like to share with others?  Entries to WALC.  Duty to involve survey – Local Councils. NALC and Urban Forum are carrying out research looking at the new ‘duty to consult, inform and involve’. The aim is to find out how principal authorities are meeting their requirements under the duty.  

       M&VCAP: Launch of New Community Plan on December 15th 2009 – Malmesbury Town Hall 6:30 p.m. for 7:00 p.m.   All Cllrs and members of the public invited – Mulled wine and mince   pies.

      Northern Area Planning Committee: Meeting 25th November 2009 – No local items.

  154/09:  Police report: PCSO Maule had advised that a burglary had taken place in The Street during the half term holiday.  Enquiries were proceeding.  

  155/09:   Planning matters:

          a) The Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on Tuesday October 20th 2009 (Folios 679/680/681), having been circulated were taken as read and agreed as a true and correct record and signed.  The Chairman signed the minutes

              b)  Planning applications for consideration and comment:

          i)  09/01705/FUL - 14 St Giles Close, The Street, Lea. SN16 9PQ

Further discussions on the erection of the Rear Wall. (Retrospective). No comments    or representations received from residents regarding loss of 2 parking spaces.   Policies C3 & H8 of the NW Local Plan 2011 refer. RESOLVED no adverse comments to be offered.

             ii)  09/01869/FUL – Lea & Garsdon CE Primary School, The Street, Lea. SN16 9PG

Erection of 1.5m high natural stone wall. (Demolition of existing wall and rebuild).   Improved safety aspect considered.  Policies C3 & CF1 the NW Local Plan 2011 refer.  RESOLVED no adverse comments to be offered. 

                         iii) 09/01885/TCA – Rushcroft House, The Street, Lea. SN16 9PA    

Tree surgery to Horse Chestnut and fell Ash tree.  RESOLVED no adverse comments to be offered.

                 vi) 09/01884/FUL – Coombe Green Farm, The Street, Lea. SN16 9PA

Conversion of Barn to dwelling.    Policies C3, NE15, HE1 and BD6 the NW Local Plan 2011 refer.  RESOLVED no adverse comments to be offered. 

            c)  Planning Applications approved:

                i) 09/01602/TCA – Fox Cottage, The Street, Lea. SN16 9PF
                                 Fell 1 No Willow Tree and tree surgery to 1 No Eucalyptus tree. 

                                Consent Granted 20 Oct 09.

                      ii) 09/01654/TCA – Foxlea Cottage, The Street, Lea. SN16 9PG

                                  Fell 2 No Norway Spruce and Crown raise 1 No Leylandii to 5 Metres. 
                                  Consent granted 20 Oct2009.

          iii) 09/01746/TCA: - Ramalea, the Street, Lea. SN16 9PA

                 Pollard Crack Willow Tree, reduce Leylandii Hedge and reduce Norway spruce.

                       Consent granted 4th November 2009.     
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                  d)  Planning Development Control 6 Monthly Review.

                 i)  Scheme of Delegation which had been circulated was discussed. Members felt that the existing procedures worked well and should be continued.   Cllr Sturgis informed the meeting that it was possible that Red Line (Framework Boundary Line) around the village would be withdrawn – thus for planning purposes we would be in the open countryside
                      ii) Wiltshire 2026 - Attendance at Malmesbury Town Hall – November 18th. 

                      Cllrs J Cull and Mrs P J Mounsey would be attending the evening Workshop.

       156/09: Rights of Way:

a) Maintenance: Noted that the County Technician was working in the Parish upgrading all Footpaths and Bridleways. 

b) Details of Landowners: Details of Tenants and landowners had been requested by and given to the Northern Area ROW Officer.
157/09: Allotments:

a) Hedges and trees: Cllr Fuller advised that he had been in discussions with the owner of the ditch and hedges on the northern boundary.  The position is to remain as now with the existing trees in situ. The ditch had been cleared. 

b) Roadway: This had been put in place to assist the tenants to facilitate access.  Pipes had been supplied to them to be laid under the roadway.  Cllr Fuller had determined that there was clay pan underneath the roadway which did not soak up the storm water thus the pipes were needed to permit the run off of surface water. Opinion of the majority of tenants was that the roadway should remain.
c) Lea Allotment Rents: RESOLVED after detailed discussion on costs that the annual rental should be increased to £15:00 p.a. wef January 1st 2010.
d) Cleverton Allotment Plot Rental:  Cllr Barnes having declared an interest in this item withdrew from the meeting. RESOLVED that wef from January 1st 2010 the annual rental should be raised to £25:00 p.a.  Cllr Barnes returned to the meeting.

158/09:    Dev Con Meetings: No attendance required.

          Malmesbury Area Board: The Chairman reported that he had attended 2 meetings since the last PC meeting.  Both had been longer than anticipated.  At the first the presentations had been poor and in some cases too long. It also seemed that MTC considered itself to be centre of the world and thus most speakers came from the MTC. At the last Cllr Tonge, {Portfolio Holder for Highways), addressed the meeting on the topic of road repairs, traffic calming, dropped kerbs and allied matters.  11 of the grant applications were from within Malmesbury, all very worthy causes, and two from the surrounding parishes. It was noted that Highways were aware of our problem areas, the major one being the state of the pavement from outside the Village Hall down to Little Badminton Lane.  This would be done when funds permitted. Cllr Sturgis noted the comments and advised that steps were being taken to limit speaking to the nominated delegate from the stakeholders present.

159/09:   Jubilee Playing Field:

a) Leylandii hedges: The western boundary hedge was being removed by the owner who would also remove our post and rail fence. This would be replaced by a stone wall along the entire length and tarmac laid to the wall along the drive.  The new owners of Coombe Green Farm are aware that they need to keep the hedge adjacent to the tennis court trimmed back and the Chairman will in due course make contact with them.
b) Arising from Minutes: 
i) Climbing Frame: Cllr Fuller would be attending to the climbing frame timbers. 

ii) Horse Chestnuts: A report furnished by Mrs J Shewring regarding the condition of the Horse Chestnut Trees was read to members.  This had come from the Forestry Commission web site and was reassuring in so far it appeared that our trees were suffering from Leaf Minor – a moth larvae and not the disease known as bleeding canker which leave lesions on the trunks and in time weaken the trees.  Contact had been made with Westonbirt by e-mail, but to date there had not been a reply.  It was necessary to remove the fallen leaves from the base of each tree.  Cllr Crockett agreed to arrange to do this.
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c) Duty of Care:  The Clerk drew the members’ attention to the need for an examination of the various trees on the Playing Field under their corporate responsibility as owners of the facility. Following discussion it was RESOLVED to seek advice from Mr J Blethso. 

d) Weekly Inspection Sheets: These were being completed as required.

e) Ground Maintenance: Tenders were being sought from 4 contractors, returnable by December 4th 2009.
160/09:   Highway matters:

a) Parish Steward: Had been in the Parish in early November and had completed most of the tasks set, the balance would be carried over to the December visit.  It was requested that the clearing of the leaves from around St Giles should be carried out.
b) Crabmill Lane: The householder of “Coombe” had been written to requesting that the shrubs overhanging the highway and thus obstructing the passage of traffic be cut back to his boundary wall.
161/09:   Finance:

a) Cash/Budget Statement: Complete as at date meeting. Members noted and accepted the statement.
b) Bank Reconciliation: The Bank reconciliation as Sept 30th 2009 had been completed. Mrs Harrold had kindly carried out the work and found all to be in order.
             Balances of accounts as at September 30th 2009.

             Lloyds’s Parish Council Current Account:    £.  521:32 

             Lloyds’s Playing Field Current Account:      £  102:28

Nationwide Business Investor Deposit Account.  Parish Council: **    £11,408:92       

             **(Includes £2,800:00 held for Parish Council current Account.   

             Nationwide Business Investor Deposit Account.  Playing Field:    £ 12,787:53.

c)   SLCC: Regional Conference December 4th at Four Pillars Hotel. No attendance.
d)  Payment of accounts: PAYMENT of the under noted accounts made since the PC   Meeting on September 15th 2009 were checked and the action taken approved..

A W Services   Cheque No 000439 £391:42.  Grass cutting.Playsafety Ltd. Cheque       No 000440 £ 93:15. (Inc £12:15 VAT) Annual Playing   Field   Inspection.Wessex Water.   Cheque No 000441 £ 34:22.  Allotment water charge. The following account in respect Ground Maintenance was checked and approved for payment A W Services: September 2009 and October 2009.  Final payment amounting to £782:90.   Cheque No 000442 £782:90.

RECEIPTS: Quarterly rental for Parish Shed.  £125:00 ¼ ended December 31st   2009 & reimbursement of Annual Insurance premium of £59:77.

        e)   National final Salary Award for Local Council Clerks: 2009/2010
                  SCP 20 260 hours at £9.591 ph = £2,493:66.   2009/2010 rates = £623:42 per ¼. 

                  SCP 20 260 hours at £9.496 ph = £2,468:96.   2008/2009 rates = £617:24 per ¼

                   NB: This is an increase on the Budget of £3:00 which has been previously stated at   £2,491:00.

f) Draft Budget for 2010/2011: The statement prepared was discussed, confirmation of the ground maintenance costs for 2010 would be known after December 4th 2009.
All other expenses had been marginally increased and subject to awaited costing the   Precept would possibly be the same as the current year.    

g) HMRC: The Clerk reported on his attendance at a VAT Seminar in Bristol on September 16th.  It had been an instructive time, we were operating in accordance with the VAT requirements but would need to watch any business income.  Donations and Fund raising for the Jubilee Playing Field were outside the scope of our liability   for VAT.
161/09:   Village Hall: The Chairman paid tribute to all those who had been involved in the refurbishment of the premises.  He particularly mentioned Mr Tom Coleman and indicated that he would write personally to him on behalf of the Parish Council.

162/09:   Passenger Transport Group: Cllr Gore reported that there had been no meeting of  the group since September.
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        163/09:   Wiltshire Council

         a)  Delegation of Services: Noted that the delegation of services from the Wiltshire   Council for 2010/2011 would only cover Maintaining Rights of Way, Allotments, Setting of Car Park Charges, and evening and Sunday bus service provision, Community Asset Transfer. 
                     b) Cllr T R Sturgis reported on various changes which were likely to occur in respect  of Refuse collections in the County. Landfill Tax was increasing. The EU was imposing various changes in respect of quantities going to landfill. Carbon emissions had to be reduced.

        164/09:    Neighbourhood Watch: Mr P Dewick had resigned as coordinator for Lea Village.  The Chairman indicated that he would write a letter of thanks to Mr Dewick for his work over the years.   Cllr Porter had agreed to take on the post, which was agreed by the members.  The Clerk would advise Mr Ian Mace in Malmesbury Town Hall of the change. Mr Porter would need to visit the Town Hall to meet Mr Mace.

        165/09:    Information only: 

                     The December meeting would be required to fix the Precept for 2010/2011.

            166/09:   Date of next Meeting: 

                     The date of the next meeting of the Parish Council was confirmed as Tuesday December 15th 2009 in Lea Village Hall.  Commencing at 19:30 hours  

                     In the absence of any further business the Chairman thanked all for their attendance and closed the meeting at 21:17 hours.

                             Signed:……………………………………………………………….                      Date:…………………………………………..

